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Taichung Art Museum

Reading as a Medium for
Artistic Outreach

At the end of last year, the Tai-
chung Art Museum launched an
event series titled “Art Classes on
the Green,” which blends reading,
sensory experiences, and artistic
creation, applying picture books
and illustrated books to engage
audiences of all ages with artinan
outdoor setting.

A Class of Architectural
Aesthetics Featuring
Interaction with Space

The "Open Museum” architectural
education program started by ob-
serving the architectural features of
the Green Museumbrary to guide
children in building connections to
the site through creating while per-
ceiving the everyday, accessible as-
pects of architectural aesthetics.
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01 TEH FAENTS) DIERTFEMEE  Art Classes on the Green' drew inspiration from book picnics

02 = BESEETHRISFEHMA - and encouraged participants to sit and relax on the grass
BTERNGE - (199 5MERH) while enjoying reading. (Courtesy of Goldilocks Production)



Reading as a Medium for
Artistic Outreach

Interviewee - Wu Pei-Yu, Head of the Education and Public
Relations Department, Taichung Art Museum

Interviewer & Text - Wang Yu

Information flow —

In late 2024, the Taichung Art Museum launched “Art Classes on
the Green,” an outdoor event series that employs picture books
and illustrated books as a medium to merge reading, sensory ex-
periences, and artistic creation. This event underscored the Green
Museumbrary’s significance as a cultural landmark that combines
a library and an art museum while also making the most of Central
Park’s natural surroundings. Moreover, picture books and illustrat-
ed books serve as excellent mediums for audiences of all ages to
effortlessly engage with art and knowledge.

Art in Daily Life and the Habit of Reading

Wu Pei-Yu, the head of the Education and Public Relations Depart-
ment, noted that in many countries, people have incorporated read-
ing in parks or public green spaces into their daily habits. In con-
trast, in Taiwan, people may enjoy outdoor activities such as playing

03 or picnicking on the
grass, but their read-
ing habits are largely
confined to indoor
spaces like libraries,
cafes, and bookstores.
She emphasized the
“Seoul Outdoor Library”
initiative introduced by
the Seoul Metropolitan
Library in 2022. This
project has successfully




fostered outdoor reading throughout the city, connecting people with books
and introducing a new trend of shared reading experiences among families

and friends in outdoor settings.

The Green Museumbrary, Taiwan’s first cultural landmark integrating a
public library and an municipal art museum, represents a novel cultural
landscape. Launched by the Taichung Art Museum at the end of 2024, “Art
Classes on the Green” began with picture books and ingeniously blended
workshops with nature. This event enabled the public to engage in interdis-
ciplinary experiences of art and reading in a leisurely, grassy environment.
At the event, contrasting yet harmonious scenes of reading were observed.
The library’s mobile book truck offered public access to books, while the art
museum also hosts the “Book Picnic” event, where participants sit on the
ground in a picnic area, immersing themselves in the fusion of nature and
books. These scenes highlighted the diversity of reading experiences and

brought a sense of energy and limitless imagination to the event.

The Book Picnic activity showcased at the event have been thoughtfully curat-
ed by the Taichung Art Museum, the Taichung Public Library, “The Big Issue”,
and Artco Books’ “Artco Kids.” This selection features various and abundant
topics and knowledge areas that are typically overlooked, providing readers
with a unique and refreshing experience. This selection features various and
abundant topics and knowledge areas, em-
bodying the Green Museumbrary’s vision of
nurturing diverse cultural exchanges and
interdisciplinary discussions. Here, visitors
will discover new topics, embarking on a
journey of exploration.

Navigating Art through Picture Books

Picture books combine artistic creativity with storytelling, creating a soothing
environment for people to connect with art and momentarily escape reality
while exploring various worlds. “Book Picnic,” an activity in “Art Classes on the

Green,” highlighted picture books focused on themes such as art, architec-



ture, imagination, and
nature. These books
guided children in ex-

ploring interpersonal

relationships and emo-

05 tions, helping them
connect with their surroundings. The Taichung Art Museum aims to
keep inspiring both children and the general public through engag-
ing and intriguing picture books, fostering their curiosity about mu-
seums and encouraging them to explore the architectural features,

natural environments, and artworks.

Wu shared examples that have influenced the museum’s perspective.
One notable instance is the Hyundai Museum of Kids’ Books and Art
(MOKA) in Korea, which integrates imagery and text in picture books to
help parents and children appreciate writing and illustration. This meth-
od is further applied in the interactive creative sections of exhibitions.
Apart from directly reading picture books, “Art Classes on the Green”
created an array of additional activities to enrich participants’ experi-
ences. For example, the activity “l Am an Artist,” which was part of the
“Book Picnic” event, invited artists Wu Chien-Yi, Lai Yi-Chang, and Shih
Meng-Hsin to guide families in sharing stories through picture books.
Participants were encouraged to explore the park’s natural surround-
ings, gathering materials to create their own artworks. In another activity
titled “Cyanotype Memory of the Green Museumbrary,” children collab-
orated with artist Kuo I-Chen, using the picture book The Universe Lost
a Baby Tooth as a starting point to explore nature. They applied cyano-
type techniques to produce two-dimensional works highlighting natural
elements. The event continued into the evening, engaging children in

nighttime sketching under a starry sky and fluorescent lights.

An Fusion Platform for Exploring Art and Knowledge

The Taichung Art Museum views picture books as essential resources,

not just for children, but also as a vital gateway for adults to engage




with art and knowledge, as they stimulate diverse perspectives and creativity.
Picture books, with their vivid and accessible forms, connect audiences to art,
which is essential for understanding contemporary art. Wu mentioned Honya
Bookstore in Taipei’s Dadaocheng, recognized for its focus on picture books
and a philosophy similar to that of the Taichung Art Museum. Both institutions
aim to cultivate cultural sites that encourage the public to step outside their
comfort zones and appreciate interdisciplinary perspectives. The department
head also mentioned Art Awakening: A Guide for Curious and Creative, a pub-
lication created in collaboration between the Art Bank Taiwan and the artist
Huang Hai-Hsin. It features vibrantly engaging illustrations and text that invite
readers into the world of art, bridging the gap between them and artistic expres-
sion. In this context, picture books act as a gateway for adults to understand art.
The Taichung Art Museum strives to embody this philosophy within its space,

allowing individuals from all walks of life to explore their unique artistic journeys.

Looking ahead, the Taichung Art Museum will continue to use picture books
and illustrated books as a vital medium for sharing art with the audience.
There will be two focuses: first, enhancing collaborations that involve art,
knowledge, and nature by gathering experts from various fields to create in-
terdisciplinary events that boost public engagement; and second, breaking
the limitations of art education that occurs only in a single space by enabling
real-time interactions with art during the process of viewing exhibitions. Addi-
tionally, the museum plans to produce small interactive areas in both the li-
brary and the museum, integrating exhibitions with book resources to provide

visitors with experiences of on-the-spot creation, exploration, and reading.

03 EHRFASRENE  RMEHEERIEIEN  The Taichung Public Library’s mobile book
BRHIIEEESTHES - thtth?E S truck, which has been offering book lending
=R RS - (99 %EIRME) services to remote areas, also took part in

“Art Classes on the Green."” (Courtesy of
Goldilocks Production)

04 BERARESELSBMHME (MOKA) = Hyundai Museum of Kids' Books & Art.
(SFER) (Photograph taken by Wu Pei-Yu)

05 TEEEERRCIE FEEEMZRMEESIE»  "Cyanotype Memory of the Green Museumbrary
BIEZFPLEE (FEIET—HF) 8E  collaborated with artist Kuo I-Chen, utilizing the
ESIZEFEBAMNEEL - (199 /ERE) picture book The Universe Lost a Baby Tooth

asa starting point to guide children in exploring
nature. (Courtesy of Goldilocks Production)
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01 THTBIE40RE ) SAMISA eSS - 1152 Participants visited the Taichung Art Museum during
TREPMIIEME - (SERENERM) the "Open Museum” teacher training workshop.
(Provided by Sisi Creative Art)



A Class of Architectural
Aesthetics Featuring |
Interaction with Space |

Compilation & Text | Lin Yi-Hsiu

Spotlights —

The Taichung Green
Museumbrary stands
as Taiwan'’s first inte-
grated structure that
merges a municipal

art museum with a

public library. Crafted
by the SANAA ar-

chitectural team, it

combines various ar-
chitectural forms and materials, creating a boundless, fluid environment
where once separate public spaces interact. As people, architecture, and
the natural surroundings become interrelated and influence each other,
it fosters fresh spatial experiences and innovative modes of interaction.
Beginning in September 2024, the Taichung Art Museum, currently in
the preparatory phase for its opening, has collaborated with Sisi Creative
Art to focus on exploring the architectural design and aesthetic aspects
of the Green Museumbrary. Under the theme “Open Museum,” architec-
tural lesson plans for students from kindergarten through high school

have been jointly developed.

Architectural Education as the First Step to Introducing the Art Museum

For Sisi Creative Art, “architectural education is about engaging children
in issues related to the real world, knowledge, and narratives within envi-
ronmental and spatial design contexts. The journey begins by teaching
children to consciously expand their awareness of the spaces around

them, encouraging them to consider various subjects.” Unlike abstract




artistic concepts, the tangible na-
ture of architecture allows children
to directly experience the elements
of light and spatial configurations,
making it a more accessible aspect
of their daily lives. This architectural

education program guides children

to observe problems from different

¥ .
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spatial design provides solutions. When developing architectural education pro-

perspectives and understand how

grams in partnership with the museum, curriculum planners faced the challenge
of nurturing a three-dimensional imagination and fostering an appreciation for
art spaces in children. Essentially, “Open Museum” aims to cultivate a meaning-

ful connection between children and the Taichung Green Museumbrary.

“Open Museum” focuses its curriculum plans on the architectural design of the
Green Museumbrary. Building on various architectural elements considered by
SANAA in creating the Green Museumbrary, it targets four age groups, from kin-
dergarten to high school, addressing increasingly complex topics in spatial ed-
ucation. It includes four themed lesson plans centered on architectural creation,
transforming the building’s features contents that children of different ages can
comprehend and recreate in the classroom. In this regard, the Taichung Art
Museum shared, “Architectural education can connect not only with art lessons
but also with other subjects, such as read, life sciences, social studies, and even
mathematics. For example, before exploring the Green Museumbrary, it is crucial
to understand an art museum’s societal role or to consider how museums oper-
ate in today’s technological landscape.” This year, in addition to ongoing efforts
to engage nearby schools, they plan to invite students to experience the muse-
um’s architecture once it opens at the end of the year. By exploring the building
firsthand, children can connect physically and sensorially with the architecture
and observe the relationship between the space and its surroundings. Through
direct observation and engagement, they will understand the thinking behind
design choices, such as window placements, material selections, and the layout
of connecting bridges throughout the building, thereby introducing deeper archi-

tectural concepts to young students.




What Have Children Perceived?

The “Open Museum” program serves four distinct age groups, requiring
lesson plans that reflect how children perceive space at different develop-
mental stages. Taichung Art Museum shared, “For kindergarteners, we fo-
cus on physical and sensory experiences. Teachers guide them in observing
the surrounding architecture to understand what architecture is. This stage
emphasizes sensory experiences, learning about materials and shifting per-
spectives. We aim for children to be aware of how their views change when
looking through windows or the expanded metal meshes of the Green Mu-
seumbrary. In the elementary lessons, we explore the relationship between
the surrounding environment, architecture, and the dynamics of space and
people. Teachers encourage children to design their own paper models and
use passageways to connect with those by other students, creating inter-
linked spaces that form a larger architectural unit. For junior high and senior
high school students, the lessons expand further, encouraging them to think
about the relationship between architecture and its environment and the in-
teraction between architecture and society. We encourage them to address
broader societal themes and consider how museums can be designed to
harmonize with the natural environment and foster open spaces. These var-
ious stages of exploration reveal that children’s imaginations and architec-

tural perceptions are often richer than those of adults.
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In addition to the lesson plans implemented in schools, the museum and Sisi Cre-
ative Art also host teacher training workshops that invite educators from various
institutions to discuss integrating architectural education into their teaching prac-
tices. These workshops are thoughtfully designed to not only embody the architec-
tural philosophy of the Green Museumbrary but also provide teachers with hands-
on experiences, including museum visits and the creation of architectural models,
helping them fully understand the process from spatial awareness to architectural
design. Through these workshops and practical lessons, teachers are encouraged
to weave architectural education into their everyday curriculum, enabling more
children to appreciate the connections between architecture and their daily lives
while gradually learning to interact with the space around them. For the planning
team, the goal of “Open Museum” extends beyond simply introducing children to

perspective of space users, reinter- = - g
pret their observations, and cultivate i \ R
unique spatial insights, fostering the ;

E

development of diverse ideas and per- | » ﬁ
>

spectives about the real world.

[ References | Sisi Creative Art, “Architectural Education as Children's First Step to Entering
Museums”.

the upcoming Taichung Art Museum. 05

It also aims to help them adopt the

—

02  T¥TRIsEYEE) BTSN TIEYS » 28831 Teachers participating in the "Open Museum” teacher
BIEIEIRESAMESR - (SEBEEHSE  training workshop created architectural models. (Provided
1RH) by Sisi Creative Art)

03 BH5R9EE. MEEHES THEIE) A classroom activity for students to observe the en-

SRS - (EERENERM vironment through the “viewfinder," a component of the
lesson plan. (Provided by Sisi Creative Art)

04 B4REEE  BRBLEREMES A classroom activity for students to experience diffe-
HEIRSRAEAYIE B4R - BEBAFAIRMAE  rent perspectives and the changing interplay of light
R - (EEREHBEMR) and shadow through honeycomb paper. This simulates

the museum's exterior wall structure made of expanded
metal meshes. (Provided by Sisi Creative Art)

05 B4EaEENTEER , DlUisiRiEE Spatial models created by students during a classroom
IR EE - RTINS - [TFELE =R activity. They connect their architectural models and design
maRstEeE - (EEREHERM) flow through passageways, echoing the design features of

the Green Museumbrary. (Provided by Sisi Creative Art)
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